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The TC 
Petition was delivered to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, in Oftober 1691, ſigned by ſeveral Merchants and others, praying the Erefion of a new 
Eaſft-India Company, to preſerve that Trade. 
The ſame Day the Eaft- India Company alſo gave ina Petition, praying to be confirmed. 
| A contiderable part of that Seſſrons was ſpent in conſideration of that Trade, and a B:Ul was brought in to eſtabliſh it ; but the Delays occaſioned by the 
-great Oppoſition of the Company-and other Publick, Affairs, preventing its Paſſing; the Honourable Houſe of Commons reſolved on the following Addref. | 
| Sabbati, 6. die Februarit, 1691. 
Reſolved, "That an Humble Addreſs be made to His Majeſty, to diſſolve the preſent Eaſf-India Company, according to his Power reſerved in their Charter, and to 
Conſtitute another Eajt-1ndia Company, for the better preſerving the Eaſt-1ndia Trade to this Kingdom, in ſuch a manner as His Majeſty ia His Royal Wifdom ſhall 
: think fit, | 
. Reſolved, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented by the whole Houſe, 
| Fouts, 11. die Februarii, 1691. 
'Mr. Speaker Reported to the Houſe, That he did yeſterday Pretent to His Majeſty their Humble Addreſs touching the Eef-7ndia Company, and that His Maje- 
: ſty was pleaſed to Expreſs himſelf to this Effect : | 
That it was a 'matter of very great Importance to the Trade of this Kingdom, and that it could not be expefted that he ſhould ove a preſent Anſwer to it, but that he 
would take time to conſider of iti, and in a ſhort time give them His Poſitive Anſwer. -” y 
| Hereupon a Committee of Lords appointed by His Zajefty to conſider thereof, agreed on ſeveral Regulations, which were ſent to the Company ;, who refu- 
; ſed tocomply with moſt of the material Particulars,: notwithſtanding their Declaration. of Submiſſion, as appears by the Meſſage His Majeſty ſent the Honourable / 
| : Houſe of Commons in the following Seſſions. we 
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| Lune, 14. die Novembris. 1693, 
| Sir Edward Seymour acquaints the Houſe, That he had a Meſſeze from His Majeſty, in Anſwer to the Addreſs of this Houſe the laſt Seſſions, in relation to the Ef 
\ "India Company, the which he delivered in Writizg, where the ſame were read. | EE ee ee ee ee RE UE RE nm 
| Reſolved, That this Houſe will upon Wedneſday Morning next, take the Matter relating to the Ea#t-Inaia'Company, into further Conſideration. - 
: Mercurii, 16. die Novembris, 1692. | 
-Reſolved, That this Heuſe'will to. 2forrow Morning at Ten a Clock, take into further Conſideration the Matter relating to the Eaſt-India- Company. 
; | Fovts, 17. die Novembris. 1692, | > 
Then the Hoxſe, according to the Order of the Day, proceeded to take into Conſideration the Matter relating to the Eaſt-India Company. and the Meſſage from 
'His Majeſty, and the Papers relating thereunto being read. | . | | 
Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That a Bill be brought in for the Regulating, Preſerving and Eſtabliſhing the Eaſt- India Trade to this Kingdom. 1 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will uponWedneſday Morning next at Ten of the Clock,reſolve it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe,to conſider of Heads for the faidBill. 
-..* -Orderd, That the ſaid Meſſage from His Majeſty, and the Papers relating thereunto, bereferred to the faid Commirree. "MY 
Whereypon the Committee of the whole Houſe proceeded on Heads of Regulations, and a Bill was brought in accordingly, but meeting the ſame Delays and 
”  Oppoſitions as the former, a Second Addreſs was made to His Majeſty, onlp to diſſolve them. | 
i Sabbati, 25, die Februarii, 1692. © 
Reſolved, That an Humble Addreſs be preſented to His 2fajeſty, That he will Diſſolve the Eft-/ndia Company upon Three Years Warning to the ſaid Company, 
according to the Power reſerved in their Charter. | | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Addreſs be Preſented by the whole Houſe. 
| 4 Venerts, 30, die Martis. 1692. 
To which His Majeſty was pleaſed to give the following Anſwer : 
Gentlemen, / will do all the Good in My Power for this Kingdom, and I will Conſtder your Addreſs. heb 
After the Parliaments riſing, . Regulations were agreed on before His Majeſties Departure for Holland, for a Charter to paſs, to eſtabliſh the ſaid Company ; to 
which a ſtop was put, by their making Default in paying the firſt Quarterly Payment of the Tax charged on their joyne Stock, whereby their Charters became void 
- by Act of Parliament. But Orders were ſoon given to prepare a Charter to reſtore them with the ſame Regulations which were before agreed on. 
- Sometime was ſpent in modelling ic, and at laſt it was thought moſt Expeditions, that a Charter of Reſtoration ſhould firſt paſs, and after that a Charter of Regulations. 
Cavears being entred at the ſeveral Offices, the Parties who oppoſed the rang the ſaid Charter, were heard and offered their Reaſons againſt it. 
An Order of Council was made the 28h Seprember, 1692. to prepare a Warrant for a Charter, which paſt under the Great Seal the 7th Oftober laſt, and ſoon after, 
- viz, the 11th November laſt, a Charter of Regulations appointing Seven hundred forty four thouſand Pounds to be added tothe Company*s Stock by new Subſcriptions. - 
- The ſaid New Charters Reſtore and Confirm to the Company their former Charters of 13th, 20th, 25th, and 35th Car, 2. and 24 Fac. 2, and grants them all their Ports, &c. 
and. all the Powers, &c. which were Lawfully uſed, _— 4 or enjoyed, by them in the ſame manner, fo all intents and purpoſes ; as if the ſaid Powers, &Cc. and other the 
* Premiſſes were particularly granted , and the Letters Patents concerning the ſame at large recited. | | en ES | 
-- Theſe Charters which are reſtored, graut them among other things , the ſole Trade to and from the Eaſt-Indies. 8h: alas ira twEes 
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* .. Power to Seize Ships and Goods for Trading thither, the Ships and Goods to be Forfeited; ani beſides the Tranſgrefforr to-5ncarr the King's Tadionati Tmpriſ, - = Y 
© auing the King's pleaſure , and ſuch ocher Puniſhments as the King ſhould think fit 3 and not to bereleaſed, ill they bad given Bond to the Company, never more to Trade to K- 


- to.the Eaſt-Indies- | 
Power to enter intothe Ship or Houſe of any one, Trading within the limits of their Charters , and to Seize his Goods without Account. 

Power to Seize the Perſons of any Engliſh-men found in the Eaſt-Indies, and to ſend them home for England. 
. Power to Fudge the King”s Subjetts in Indiaz by their Governour and Council, in all Cauſes, Civil and Criminal, and to execute fudgment upon them. 

Power to Execute Martial Law. DT | | W; 

Power ts Muſter Souldiers, to maks Peace or War, to recover Satisfaltion for Injuries ” Force of Arms. 

Power to Licenſe any Perſon: , even Aliens and Jnfidels, to Trade; though the King's Subjetts are reſtrained from it. 

1rs pretended, That no Powers are Reſtored by theſe Charters, but ſuch only, as have or might be Lawfully uſed , yet the Com any bave ever accounted all the Powers 
- -which were granted them to be Lawful ; and have accordingly executed them on the Lives, Liberties, and Efates of their Fellow- ubjetts. 
* ©. The Power of the RE to reſtrain Foreign Trade from ſome, and grant it to others, was vindicated and aſſerted for Law by the Companies Council ; and tho? 
' the deciding it by a Legal Trial was propoſed , yet it was declined. | | 
' - Someof the Powers 1n their former Charters were acknowledged to be unlawful by the Company*s own Council, whereupon it was deſired, they might be diſtinguiſh'd 
 intheir new Charters, from thoſe which were lawful ; but for want of ſuch a di/tin#ion of the /awful from the unlawful Powers, it is left to the Company, their 
| Fattors, Servants and Mariners, to determine which Powers may and which may not be lawfully uſed; and if one may judge by their Proceedings, they will account 
- them a/ lawful, as it*s plain they have done by the Petition given into Council the 21 Oftober, to ſtop the Ship Redbridge, by which they her pas. the ſole Trade to the 
' Eaſt-Indies, granted them by Charter, and pretended that rhe lawful Trading thither of others their Fellow Subjelts was a Contempt of their Majeſties Government, 

- and of the krown Laws of the Land. Upon this Peri:1on, and bare Allegation of the Company, the ſaid Ship was ſtopt. | ; : 

By which Proceeding its evident, 'whar Conſtrutt:on is now put on the Confirmation of their former Charters by theſe new"Grants ; which may further appear by ®. 
the not granting Protettion for Four hundred Seamez to go to the Eaſt- Indies this Seaſon, upon the ſeveral Petitions which were delivered into Council, and the 
granting to them Procei#ons for Twelve hundred Men, even whilſt they were no Company, nor had any Charter. 

And how contradictory ſuch an Excluſion of Trade, without an Act of Parliament, isto the Laws of the Land, may appear by the ſeveral Judgments which have 
been given in Weſtminſter- Hall, ſince their Majeſties happy Acceſſion to the Crown, upon Ations brought againft ſeveral Perſons for ſeizing Ships and Goods for Tradin 
within the limics of the Eaſt-/ndia and African Company*s Charter, and islikewiſe.demonſtrated by the Peririon which the Company delivered to the Honourable Houfe 

of Commons in the former Seſſions, praying to be confirmed by an Af of Parliament. | 

Andfurther appears by the time which was ſpent in Settling that Trade, during the two laſt Seſſions 0s Parliament, which would have been needleſs if the K ing by 
his Charter could have legally excluded his SubjeQs without an AZ of Parliament, which is a Power His Majeſty ſeems to diſclaim in the aforefaid Meſſage ſent the - 

Houſe of Commons laſt Seſſions ; for therein it is expreſly declared, That the Concurrence of the Parliament is neceſſarp to make a compleat and uſeful 
Settlement of that Trade. — And if their Concarrence i neceſſary, its plain the King cannot do it by his own Authority alone without their Concurrence, and the 
Company*s being eſtabliſhed contrary to their repeated deſires, is humbly ſuppoſed, can never be thought.an /nducement for the Parliament to confirm them. | 

Having thus given an Account of the Means of obraining their New Charters, it may not be improper to conſider how they have put it in Execution, and eſpecially 
as to the raiſing the additional Stock of Seven hundred forty four thouſand Pounds. | 

Wherein the Ways and Methods, which they have prattiſed to draw in others to Subſcribe, are ſo extraordinary, that they are worth obſerving, as may apppear 
by the manner of their Addreſſing to thoſe who need perſwading, to Sybſcribe to phis or the. like Effect : — 

<* Sir, If you will write into the Eaſt-India Stock, you ſhall have Security to your own Satis fattion. — That you ſhall have Ten per Cent. Profit for what Money you 
© think fir to Subſcribe, and your Money paid you at a Twelve Months end, or elſe have liberty then to keep the Stock if you pleaſe. 

And becauſe all Men have not Money by them, there 1s an Expedient found out for that too. Thus — 

<< Sir, If you are pleaſed to be concerned in the Eaſt-India Company's Stock, on theſe Terms, though you have no Money by you, that ſhall be no Objetion; for you 
© ſball have it provided for you. ik; 20; | | 

And theſe Merhods have produced an extraordinary effett in changing ſome Mens Minds, and convincing others Underſtanding ; and this has been the particxlar Province 
of ſome of that Committee, who are bur late Converts themiclves, and who have been ſo Zealows in this matter, and ſo Publick and General in their Propoſals of this Nas 
cure, that they are become Votorioufly Famous for it. |; 

This is the exſieſ# and cheapest way they have ever yet had of mating Friends, for if a Hundred and Fifry Thouſand Pounds ſhould be under-written on theſe Terms, 
the Ter per cent. Profit would amount to but Fifteen Thouſand Pound, of which the Intereſt for a Year comes to Seven Thouſand Five Hundred Pound.—S0o that it would 
only coſt Seven Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds —, which may eafily be /i/d i11to an Account of P;omiſ-uous Charges and Secret Services, among other greater Ar- 
ricles,and this beſides engaging ſo many new Friends, is done as a means to diaw in doable as much to be Subſcribed by others, who know nothing of ſuch Bargains, but 
are induced to Subſcribe by the /nfluence of ſuch Examples. 

The Joining Seven Hundred Forty Four Thovſand Pound to the Companies Imaginary Stock, is in effect the giving them at leaſt one half of it, which is Three Hun- 
dred and Seventy Thouſand Pounds for an Admnztrance into this Trade, Whereas it (notwithſtanding the R:ght which the Subje& has to theFreedom of this Trade by Law.) 
the Priviledge of the admitrance intott.e Exerciſe of it, were a thing which was neceſſary to have been Purchaſed of a Subje&, jt would have been a much Cheaper Ran 

ain to have given F:-fty Thouſand Pounds for a new Company, as was Propoſed, than to give them Three Hundred and Seventy Thouſand Pounds, or more, for the Pri- 
viledge of Coming into the Old One ; but ſuci a Purchaſing of a Subjett the Priviledge of this Trade for Fifty Cond Pounds, might well have been accounted 4 Preju- 
dice to the Peoples Right thereunto, as well as a diminution of the Reſpect and Authority due to the Proceedings of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, who its not to be 
doubted will be yery Cautious of giving any ſeeming Countenance to a Proceeding wherein the Property of the Subjett is ſo highly Concerned, as that of being deprived - 
of the Right which they have to the Freedom of Trade without an Act of Parliament. 2 P 


